Y E A R

I N

R E V I E W

WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES
December 31, 2012

MONDAY

www.wdtimes.com

Off with
the old,
on with
the new
The
Watertown
Park,
Recreation and Forestry
Department uses rollers to
apply primer to the old ceiling tiles of Riverside Park’s
upper dance floor in March.
Other improvements on the
building included stripping,
sanding and refinishing the
dance floorboards.
SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Painting a picture of 2012
By Thomas L. Schultz
of the Daily Times staff

Well, here we are once again, reflecting as we watch the countdown of the
final hours of 2012 and then we get
ready to turn the page to yet another
year.
This year has been a brutal one. It
was filled with hopes for a fast growing
economy, and while we’re finally seeing some improvements, there’s a long
ways to go.
The political scene was about as brutal as you can get. We had a recall election on Gov. Scott Walker and Lt. Gov.
Rebecca Kleefisch, driven by the massive changes the governor was able to
get through the Legislature regarding
reining in public employee unions. The
governor and lieutenant governor survived those challenges. Then, we had
the presidential election which was one
of the hardest fought in memory and

President Barack Obama survived.
This summer was one of the hottest
on record, and we survived that.
But, those and many other topics are
all in the past, and today we look back
at all that made the news in the past
year, both good and bad, but we want to
emphasize that life is indeed good in a
small town like Watertown — one
where people care about their friends
and relatives and the community as a
whole.
Tonight people will be celebrating
the end of the year 2012 and they will
be prepared to welcome baby 2013 at
the stroke of midnight.
There will be many ways to celebrate, to be sure. The bars will be full,
there will be special parties at various
locations throughout the city and of
course many people will celebrate at
house parties.
Many of our churches will have end
of year services, no doubt making

reflection an important part of them.
Others might curl up at home in front of
the fireplace and enjoy a special meal
with someone special.
But then, at the stroke of midnight
we’ll be in 2013, yet another year that
will be filled with anticipation and great
hopes for our community, the state and
the country. And, above all, we’ll be
wishing for good to happen to family
and friends.
So, with that, let’s get started on our
tradition of looking back through the
over 6,000 pages of the Daily Times
that were published this year. We are
not attempting to highlight every single
major event in Watertown in the past
year, but rather to give our readers a flavor of life in this small Midwest community, one that is near and dear to all
of us.
New Year’s Day was a relatively
mild one with a high reading of 33
degrees and the overnight low at 17

degrees.
The first baby of the new year to be
born at UW Health Watertown
Regional Medical Center came on Jan.
3. The new baby was Connor Botcher,
son of Callie Brooks of Watertown and
Charles Botcher of Milwaukee.
The 2011 construction totals were
released on Jan. 5 and they showed the
total for the year was about $5.6 million, one of the lowest totals since the
early 1980s and nearly $10 million
lower than a year earlier.
The Watertown Historical Society
announced on Jan. 10 that it was starting a fund drive to renovate the model
of the Octagon House which has been
on display at the home’s lawn for
decades. The renovation was undertaken by local resident Tom Gates and was
completed late in the year.
Announcement was made on Jan. 11
that Watertown Police Detective
(Continued on page 2, col. 1)
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Jonathon Caucutt had been selected as
the Dodge County Executive Law
Enforcement Officer for 2011. He was
honored at a banquet two days later in
Beaver Dam.
MATC finalizes expansion plans
After earlier indicating two rooms
would have to be cut from an expansion
project at the Watertown campus of
Madison Area Technical College
because bids came in over estimates,
the board announced on Jan. 12 that
funding had been found to keep the two
rooms in the project.
The JC Plaza Hotel and Conference
Center was sold to American
Hospitality Management, Inc., of
Cheboygan, Mich., for $1.2 million,
ending years of unpaid taxes and other
debts at the facility.
The first snowstorm of the season
passed through Watertown on Jan. 12.
Announcement was made on Jan. 16
that two members of the Watertown
Police Department would be honored
by the Jefferson County Chiefs and
Sheriff Association. They are Capt.
Mark Meddaugh who received the
President’s Award and records clerk
Sue Roe who received the Support
Person of the Year Award. The formal
presentation came at a dinner in Fort
Atkinson.
The Watertown Common Council
voted on Jan. 17 to sell three-fourths of
an acre of land along the Rock River on
South Water Street for an apartment
complex.
School board pursues referendum
On that same date the Watertown
school board voted to pursue a $6.2
million referendum for renovations at
the high school and middle school.
Petitions calling for the recall of Gov.

Does this look like winter to you?

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Many residents visited area parks in mid-March to take advantage of the unseasonably warm weather. Tyler Cutsforth,
right, prepares to release a driver disc toward a basket at Brandt/Quirk Park’s Rock River disc golf course while Joe
Fiedler, left, looks on.
Scott Walker, Lt. Gov. Rebecca
Kleefisch and state Sen. Scott
Fitzgerald were filed with the state on
Jan. 18.
Officials of Towne Cinema
announced on Jan. 18 that the theater
had been closed but would reopen
under new management in a month.
After weeks of warmer than normal
weather, residents got a chilly reminder
of winter as the mercury slipped to 6

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

A hero’s homecoming

Hundreds of people lined the streets of Mayville as the motorcade procession
passed through the hometown of 1st Lt. David Johnson, who was killed Jan.
25 in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, while serving in the U.S. Army support
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

below zero on Jan. 19, the first below
zero reading of the season.
An annual citizenship award, honoring the late Alfred “Mickey” Krahn and
his wife, Helen, will be presented in
Watertown, members of his family
announced on Jan. 21. Krahn was
inspector of the Watertown Police
Department for many years.
A new addition to Classen Quality
Coatings in the city’s west side industrial park was recommended for approval
by the Watertown Site Plan Review
Committee on Jan. 23.
City to find full-time attorney
The Watertown Common Council
voted on Feb. 7 to move forward with a
full-time city attorney position, replacing the part-time position that had been
in place for decades.
The Watertown Riverfest Committee
announced on Feb. 14 that the 2012
lineup would include Night Ranger,
Kentucky Headhunters, Johnny Wad,
Project Pink, The Whiskey Belles and
other groups as well.
Maisie Steinbrink and Andrew
Conklin were named National Merit
Scholarship finalists on Feb. 16. They
were selected from a pool of over
16,000 applicants.
The snow almost completely disappeared in mid-February as temperatures
in the 40s and 50s continued to stay
around.
Feb. 18 was trivia night at Watertown
High School and over 130 teams competed in the seventh annual event which
was sponsored by the Watertown
Athletic Booster Club.
Talaris, one of Watertown’s oldest

industries and which was first formed at
Brandt Automatic Cashier Company,
announced on Feb. 20 that it was being
sold as part of a $1 billion international
sale.
Army 1st Lt. David A. Johnson, 24,
who died earlier in the year while serving in Afghanistan, was buried Feb. 22
in a military service at Arlington
National Cemetery.
The Watertown Area Chamber of
Commerce held its annual dinner on
Feb. 23. Award winners included On
the Rock/Shooters as the retailer of the
year; River Mill Senior Residence as
the Service Professional of the Year;
and Fisher-Barton as Industry of the
Year. Guest speaker was the Wayne
Larrivee, the voice of the Green Bay
Packers.
The Watertown Common Council
voted on Feb. 28 to stop any consideration of a city administrator position,
instead deciding to continue with a fulltime mayor and alderman form of government.
Gas prices soar
Gas prices started moving upward
early in the year and by the last day of
February the price of regular was up to
$3.649.
March 7 was No Books Day in local
schools as students and teachers alike
used the Watertown Daily Times as
their textbooks for the day. About 1,300
extra copies of the Daily Times were
distributed to classrooms where they
were used extensively.
Watertown residents enjoyed unseasonably warm weather March 14 and
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)
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15 and other days that month. High
temperatures reached into the 60s and
70s, breaking records. Residents
enjoyed all kinds of outdoor activities
months ahead of the normal weather
changes.
The annual St. Patrick’s Day parade
was seen by a huge crowd on March 16.
The downtown parade had near perfect
weather as the temperature reached a
balmy 75 degrees.
Ready retires from county board
An era ended on March 20 when Joe
Ready of Watertown attended his final
Dodge County board meeting, culminating a 58-year career on the board. He
first served on the board back in 1954.
Ready, 93, said he would love to serve
another term but it was just getting too
hard.
On March 20, the Watertown
Common Council voted to hire an outside firm to do a complete salary evaluation of all city employees.
ISB Community Bank, headquartered in Ixonia, announced on March 22
that Daniel Westrope had been named
the new president and chief executive
officer.
Bypass predicted to open early
The unusually warm March weather
prompted state highway officials to predict the Highway 26 bypass would open
ahead of schedule later in the summer.
City street department officials
announced on March 24 that Western
Avenue would be closed from Twelfth
Street to Richards Avenue for several
weeks so that old Interurban trolley

tracks, long ago covered with cement
and blacktop, could be removed permanently. That section was along the route
of the old Interurban that operated
between Watertown and Milwaukee.
The Jefferson County Activity Center
was filled with people on March 24 to
celebrate the legacy of the late Randy
Schopen and the newly formed “Give
Someone a Chance” foundation which
was formed in his memory.
A total of 21 students competed in
the Watertown Daily Times sponsored
spelling bee on March 27, and after a
long competition the winner was
Johanna Brauer, a student at Trinity-St.
Luke’s Lutheran School.
Jason Schall, assistant city engineer,
announced on March 27 that he was
resigning to accept a position as city
engineer in Hartford.
Election season begins
April 3 was election day in
Watertown. Voters elected Dennis
Rambo, Jennifer Hepp and Mark Putra
to the school board, and Fred Smith,
Robert Stocks, Mark Kuehl and John
Coughlin to the common council.
ISB Community Bank announced it
was getting a large infusion of needed
cash as part of a stock purchase agreement by Milwaukee businessman
Sheldon Lubar and his family. Lubar
and his family invested $15 million in
cash and assumed voting control of the
bank.
April 16 was a gusty day in
Watertown as winds approaching 50
miles per hour were recorded.
CNC Solutions of Watertown was

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Fiesta time in the park

Children participate in a sack race during Fiesta Cultural Latinoamericana. The
festival in May also included piñatas, crafts, live music and contests such as
singing, dancing, soccer, juggling and jalapeño eating.

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Grandparents get their day

Preschooler Abby Strieter whispers to her grandpa Richard Ahrens before the
Pixies poms dancing team, far left, takes the floor during Grandparents Day at
Lebanon Lutheran School in March.
recognized on April 17 by state
Superintendent Tony Evers as one of
only 11 businesses statewide to receive
a 2012 Business Friends of Education
Award.
The Watertown Common Council on
April 17 voted to re-elect Alderman
Mark Kuehl as council president. That
same day the Jefferson County Board of
Supervisors re-elected John Molinaro
as chairman.
Eaton Corp. announced on April 21
that it was going to manufacture solar
panel inverters at its Watertown location. The move increased employment
at the firm by a dozen people.
Apartment project halted
Mayor Ron Krueger announced on
May 23 that a proposal for a 48-unit
apartment complex on South Water
Street did not get the necessary tax
credit from the state and as a result the
project would not move forward.
Kate Lapin was elected president of
the Watertown school board at a reorganizational meeting on April 23.
The Rev. Tim Mueller, pastor and
director for the Watertown Recreation
and Outreach Center, was named on
April 26 as the recipient of the inaugural Alfred “Mickey” and Helen Krahn
Citizenship Award. Krahn was a longtime member of the Watertown Police
Department and was well-known by
youths and adults alike. The award,
which carries a $1,000 stipend, was
started by the Krahn children.
Historical district designated
Announcement was made on April
27 that the Thomas and Harvey avenues
area of the city would be the city’s
fourth historical district, a designation
made possible by a grant from the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin.

Announcement was made on May 3
that three additional Betty J. Joseph
scholarships would be awarded at
Watertown High School this year, on a
one-time basis. The three one-time
awards, along with the two annual
awards, each were valued at $26,000
over four years.
Hospital prepares for renovation
UW Health Partners Watertown
Regional Medical Center officials
announced on May 3 that a $23 million
expansion and renovation project
would begin soon. The addition was the
cornerstone of a new initiative for a
healthier community.
The top 10 students at Watertown
High School were named on May 3.
They are Karla Bakke, Roselyn
Forsman, Michael Frett, Dominick
Hannah, Emmilyn Hannus, Kaitlin
Klinger, Colin Lane, Dylan Pozorski,
Vincent Pozorski, Breanna Schuett and
Maisie Steinbrink.
“Marry the Night” was the theme of
the annual high school junior prom
which was held on May 5. Megan
Brown and Jerry Williams were elected
queen and king of the event.
Scholarships awarded to students
Over a half a million dollars in scholarships were awarded at Watertown
High School on May 9. The top award
winners were Breanna Schuett, Maisie
Steinbrink, Kaitlin Klinger, Dylan
Pozorski and Emmlyn Harris who each
received $26,000 Joseph awards.
The centennial of Luther Prep
School’s auditorium was celebrated on
May 13 with a special concert.
Attorney Tom Levi, who has been
serving as city attorney, and attorney Al
Larson, who has been serving as assis(Continued on page 5, col. 1)
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Watertown. A day later two more were
arrested.
The second largest Scotch pine tree
on record in Wisconsin was felled by a
chain saw on July 17. It had been located at 900 E. Cady St.
The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation announced on July 18
that the dangerous intersection of state
Highway 16 and County Highway F in
the town of Ixonia would be reconstructed in 2013 and will become a
large roundabout.
After weeks and weeks of drought,
Watertown finally received a little over

Daniel Schramm won the $10,000 first
prize in the raffle drawing Sunday
evening. The Main Street bridge was
named after John Schloemer, a community supporter and volunteer.
City population drops slightly
New population estimates for the city
of Watertown were released on Aug. 21.
They showed the population slipped
slightly in 2012 to 23,891, down from
23,936 a year earlier.
Also on Aug. 21 Bubba, a nearly 1year-old cocker spaniel owned by Jon
and Kathy Heitz of Watertown, was
named winner of the Daily Times cutest
pet contest.
The Main Street clock, located

Early
riser

Election season

Red, white and blue striped curtains cover booths to allow voters privacy at
Ixonia Town Hall on June 5 during Wisconsin’s historic recall election.
full-time city attorney. Named to that
position was William Gruber.
The Watertown Public Library
announced on Sept. 18 that it would be
open on Sundays during the winter
months.
The annual Watertown High School
homecoming dance was held on Sept.
22. Reigning over the dance were King
Tyler Melcher and Queen Maggie
Mueller.
Bostwick terminated as principal
After a lengthy two-day hearing the
Watertown school board on Sept. 27
voted to terminate the contract of high
school Principal Scott Bostwick. On
Nov. 20 it was reported that Bostwick
had filed suit against the district for his
wrongful firing. The matter was not in
court by the end of the year.
The
Watertown
Economic
Development Corp. kicked off
Manufacturing Month on Oct. 3 with a
tour of Idle Free Systems which is
located in the chamber incubator building.

The sun rises
over James Otte
as he works on a
storage shed near
county highways
A and N in midJuly. He and other
Lakeside
Construction employees got an early
start on the project to try to beat
the heat before
noon when temperatures hit the
upper 90s.
SAMANTHA
CHRISTIAN/
Daily Times

an inch of rain on July 18, helping crops
to live. Despite the rain, two days later
both Dodge and Jefferson counties were
declared disaster areas.
9/11 Memorial dedicated
Area residents showed up in force on
July 21 for the dedication of the newly
constructed 9/11 Memorial at Aero Park
which is adjacent to the Watertown
Municipal Airport on the city’s south
side.
Watertown’s Relay For Life was held
on Aug. 4 and 5 at Watertown High
School and it raised $85,000 for cancer
research.
Watertown’s annual Riverfest celebration was held Aug. 9-12 and had
large crowds once again. Some rain
slowed the attendance on Thursday but
the other three days were met with
excellent weather. Watertown resident

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

between First and Second streets, was
given an official welcome on Aug. 23.
Purchase and placement of the clock
was under the direction of Watertown’s
Main Street program.
The board of directors of Marquardt
Village announced on Aug. 28 that a
$43 million expansion and renovation
project would be conducted on the campus in the coming years.
Sept. 4 was the first day of school as
thousands of students moved into classrooms amid near 90-degree temperatures.
Club starts cleanup of pond
Rock River Rescue started a cleanup
of Heiden Pond at the south edge of
Clark Park at the beginning of
September.
Announcement was made on Sept.
12 that Watertown had hired its first

Announcement was made on Oct. 11
that Faith Lutheran School third-grader
Ella Walker took second place in the
national PBS Kids Go! writers contest
for her book “Guinea Pigs Don’t Go to
School.”
On Oct. 11 the Watertown Police
Department received the prestigious
Justice Award from the Governor’s
Council on Domestic Abuse for its
work in promoting safety, empowerment and justice to victims of domestic
abuse.
The
Wisconsin
Newspaper
Association announced on Oct. 16 that
Watertown Daily Times photographer
Samantha Christian had won the contest to have her photo on the cover of
the association’s annual directory. The
photo was of a warm autumn sunrise.
The Watertown Common Council
voted on Oct. 16 to contract with MSA
Professional Services of Madison to
design a new Second Street bridge.
Dr. Moe Chin, a Watertown family
(Continued on page 7, col. 1)

Fireworks, finally

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Red smoke lights up the night sky while fireworks burst like comets over
Riverside Park during the 20-minute Bartolotta display at Riverfest.
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physician for 32 years, announced on
Oct. 18 that he was retiring from his
practice.
Sisters celebrate centuries of life
Sisters Elsie Sellnow, 105, and Ada
Ebert, 100, celebrated their two milestone birthdays with a small party at
Zinzendorf Hall.
Watertown High School’s Teens of
Tomorrow group was busy on Oct. 20
raking lawns for area residents in need
as part of the group’s volunteer services.
A standardized testing report card
released by the state on Oct. 22 showed
Watertown students are meeting state
education standards.
Mike Hoppenrath, longtime city
clerk and treasurer, announced on Oct.
30 that he would be retiring as of April
12, 2013. He had been in that position
since 1983 when he succeeded Bernice
Ertl.
Obama is re-elected
Nov. 6 was Election Day throughout
the country and President Obama easily
won re-election to a second term. John
Jagler won the 37th District race and
will represent Watertown in January
2013. The voter turnout in the city was
a record 84 percent, according to city
Clerk Mike Hoppenrath.
Watertown police reported break-ins
at Schurz Elementary and Riverside
Middle schools on the weekend of Nov.
10-11. A video of the robbers, posted on
the Watertown Daily Times website,
resulted in several tips that led to the
apprehension of the local burglars.
Watertown paused to honor its veterans with a ceremony on Nov. 11 at the
downtown Main Street bridge.
Guest speaker program formed
Announcement was made on Nov. 14
that an A. E. “Mike” Bentzin Memorial
Watertown High School Assemblies
Program would be formed in
Watertown. That program is to be funded through an anonymous donoradvised fund held by the Watertown
Area Community Foundation. The first
speaker program was held Nov. 20
when
former
astronaut
Dan
Brandenstein was the guest speaker at
Watertown High School programs and
also at a public forum in the evening.
Jack and Jill Frost, the honorary
parade marshals for the annual
Christmas Parade of Lights, were
announced on Nov. 16. Jack Frost was
Blake Price and Jill Frost was Bella
Griggs. The actual parade was held on
Nov. 24 and the mild weather resulted
in a large crowd along the parade route.
Erwin will retire as Jefferson judge
Jefferson County Circuit Court Judge
Jacqueline Erwin announced on Nov.
27 that she would be retiring as of Jan.
7, 2013. A day later Gary Petre,
Jefferson County’s administrator for the
past seven years, would be retiring at
the conclusion of his contract on March
31, 2013.
A squirrel coming into contact with a
transformer on Dec. 2 caused about

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Fall flight

Sandhill cranes fly over Bethesda Lutheran Communities shortly after an early November sunrise.
1,700 We Energies customers in
Watertown to be without power for several hours.
Final tax rates for 2013 were set by
the city clerk’s office on Dec. 5 but
because of the revaluation in the city,
the impact on individual property owners varied.
On Dec. 9 Watertown received its
first measurable snowfall since March
9. Only about a half inch of snow accumulated in that brief snow shower and
most all of it was gone the next day.
Scott Bostwick, former Watertown
High School principal, filed a civil suit
on Dec. 14 against three school district
officials who he said were directly
involved with the termination of his

contract back in September.
The Watertown school board voted
Dec. 17 to offer dual Spanish-English
classes at Schurz Elementary School in
the 2013-14 school year.
First winter storm hits area
Watertown was pounded with its first
big storm of the winter on Dec. 19-20 as
over 15 inches of extremely wet snow
fell on the city and surrounding areas.
Schools were closed for two days and
business slowed dramatically.
Announcement was made on Dec. 22
that 2 Rivers Bicycle and Outdoor, a
popular business in Fort Atkinson,
would be opening a store in the former
Fischer’s Department Store building at
2 E. Main St.

Snapshots of the storm

It was a white Christmas in
Watertown, thanks to the heavy snowstorm of a few days earlier. The weather was a wintry mild 23 degrees for a
high, not enough to promote melting
but comfortable for travelers.
Watertown health department officials said on Dec. 27 that Watertown,
like much of the state, is dealing with an
unusually high number of whooping
cough cases.
Temperatures started slipping at the
end of the year and it appeared the city
would see its first sub-zero day of the
year by the end of the old year 2012.
With that we’ll wrap up this year’s
report by wishing everyone a very
happy and prosperous new year in 2013.

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Fallen limbs, bundled up walkers and serene scenes emerge as snapshots of the winter storm that dumped more than
a foot of snow across some cities in Dodge and Jefferson counties shortly before Christmas.

