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Time to
frame a
new year
A view from inside St.
Bernard’s
Catholic
Church clock tower facing east shows the wood
beams framing three
other
Watertown
churches; from left, St.
Henry Catholic, St.
John’s Lutheran and St.
Mark’s Lutheran. The
last of the four clock
faces was removed in
July during the largescale church renovation
project.
SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Turning back the clock on 2011
By Thomas L. Schultz
of the Daily Times staff
Hello everyone!
Today we are continuing a long tradition here at the Daily Times — a review
of stories that made the news in this
wonderful community.
This tradition goes back decades and
decades — back to the years when the
late Clarence H. Wetter was the city editor of the Watertown Daily Times.
Clarence was on the staff for over half a
century and somewhere during that long
tenure he started an annual review of
news in Watertown and the surrounding
area. He continued that tradition right up
to his retirement in the late 1960s and
then a few years later we picked it up,
and it’s been going ever since.
So, today, we’ll continue with that
look back on what happened in 2011 and

we’ll also connect a few dots on what we
might expect to happen in 2012 as we go
through the year.
Today’s paper is the final one for the
year 2011 and it should be in your hands
early in the day on Dec. 31, 2011.
We hope you’re enjoying the paper
and these special sections as we look
back on events. This section will deal
more with local news and the other one
will highlight the accomplishments and
news stories in the local sports scene.
As we close out 2011, it’s a time to
reflect on all the good that has happened
to us as individuals, as families and
friends and as a community. It’s also a
time to look ahead to the promise that
2012 will be a better year, one with
peace and harmony and an economy that
we hope and expect will get stronger and
stronger.

Tonight, many people will head to
their churches for some prayerful
thoughts as they attend special services.
No doubt they will see the good that we
have experienced in the past year and the
expectations that more good will follow
in the new year.
Others will wait until Sunday for services and instead tonight will enjoy
friends and family, wonderful foods,
upbeat discussions, etc. They may do
that at one of the many restaurants in the
area, or they may choose to have a party
at someone’s home.
Whatever the way of celebrating, the
thoughts should center around all the
good we have and that we in Watertown,
in Wisconsin and our country can be
thankful for all of our blessings.
As we record these events of 2011, we
are not making a commitment to carry

paragraphs on each occasion individual
readers might believe is important
enough to be included, but rather, we
want to select some which give the “flavor” of life in a small Midwestern community in 2011.
The new year arrived with rather normal Wisconsin temperatures. The high
was 18 degrees and the overnight low
was 8 degrees — not exactly a heat wave
but about normal for that time of year.
The first baby of the new year to be
born at Watertown Memorial Hospital
was Adalynn Paige Fondell of Iron
Ridge. She was born on Jan. 2.
John and Barb Bendall of Oconomowoc, owners of the closed Towne
Cinema in Watertown, announced on
Jan. 3 the theater would be reopened in
spring after some renovations, some new
(Continued on page 2, col. 1)
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concepts in theater going and new managers.

Walker begins term as governor
Scott Walker was inaugurated as
Wisconsin governor on Jan. 3 which set
the stage for one of the biggest political
battles in Wisconsin history as he moved
quickly to make major changes in state
government affairs.
Dr. Doug Keiser, superintendent of
schools for the Watertown Unified
School District for the past nine years,
announced on Jan. 4 he would be retiring
at the close of the school year on June
30.
Funeral
services
for
Orville
Wesemann, a longtime member of the
Watertown school board, were held on
Jan. 4. Wesemann had died on Dec. 31,
2010, at the age of 93.
City officials announced new construction values for 2010 on Jan. 8 and
the figures were disappointing. The
amount of new construction for the
entire year was about $15.6 million, one

of the three lowest totals in two decades.
Esther Doughty Luckhardt, who
served the area in the Wisconsin
Legislature for 22 years in the 1960s,
1970s and 1980s, died on Jan. 14. When
she was first elected she was the only
woman in the Legislature.
Robert DeWitt of Watertown was honored on Jan. 15 by the Dodge County
Executive Law Enforcement Association
for his role which allowed police to
apprehend two individuals who were
damaging vehicles in the city and also
causing damage to a local tavern business.
Watertown received its first heavy
snowfall of the season on Jan. 17 when
about 5 inches fell.

Theater is allowed to sell alcohol
After some lengthy discussions over
several weeks, the Watertown Common
Council voted on Jan. 18 to issue a beer
and wine license to Towne Cinema, a
decision the owners said will help to
make the operation profitable and
appealing to a wider audience.
On Jan. 29-30, boxing returned to

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Opening reflection

The bright lights of the Towne Cinema marquee reflect off a vehicle parked on Main Street at its grand reopening with a midnight
showing of “Thor” in early May.
Watertown for the first time in decades.
The Wisconsin State Boxing Tournament was held at Turner Hall with more
than 40 boxing clubs participating.
The Watertown Transit Commission
recommended on Feb. 3 that the local
taxis could provide services outside the
city limits. The radius would be extended to one mile outside the city limits.
The long discussed proposal was later
approved by the Watertown Common
Council.

TERESA STOWELL/Daily Times

Season of shoveling

Kayla Long is pictured shoveling snow at her home in Watertown
along with many of her neighbors in January.

Packers win Super Bowl
On Feb. 6 the Green Bay Packers
defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers 31-25 to
win the Super Bowl in a game played at
Texas Stadium in Arlington, Texas.
The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation announced Jan. 8 that
Stephen Fitzgerald of Juneau, former
Dodge County sheriff and former U.S.
marshal for the Western District of
Wisconsin, had been appointed the new
superintendent of the Wisconsin State
Patrol.
The Watertown Area Chamber of
Commerce held its annual meeting Feb.
10 and four local firms were honored.
They were Pick ‘n Save as Retailer of
the Year, Spuncast, Inc., as Industry of
the Year and Watertown Branch of the
Bank of Lake Mills and Heritage Homes
as the Service Professionals of the Year.
The annual Trivia Night fundraiser

was held at Watertown High School on
Feb. 12 and over 1,000 people and 137
teams competed in the event which was
a huge success.

Fire investigation report released
The long-awaited investigation into
the Watertown Fire Department came to
a head Feb. 18 when the report on the
investigation was released. The report
showed there was pornography throughout the department, $45,000 in cash was
found but not documented where it came
from and many other inconsistencies.
The investigation started when then fire
Chief Henry Butts was accused of sabotaging efforts by former assistant chief
Michael Quint from getting a job. Little
new information came from the report
until the end of the year.
Watertown
Street
Department
employees started delivering new
garbage and recycling containers to
Watertown residents on Feb. 21. The
entire city was converted to the new system in a matter of weeks.
Test America Laboratories on
Watertown’s west side was destroyed in
a fire on Feb. 20. The loss was estimated at over $2.5 million.
The American Family Children’s
Hospital wing at Watertown Regional
Medical Center opening was celebrated
on Feb. 24.
(Continued on page 4, col. 1)
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Watertown’s Riverfest Committee held a
dinner Feb. 24 and announced to key
volunteer workers that the event posted a
profit of nearly $6,500 in 2010.

Local bookstore will remain open
Watertown Booksellers announced on
Feb. 28 it was rescinding its decision to
close the local bookstore and it would
remain open. The decision came after
many people appealed to the company to
keep it operating.
A truck ran through the entrance to
Cousins Subs on South Church Street on
March 2, injuring one person and leaving
the store in shambles.
The long-awaited Rainbow Hospice
Care Inpatient Center in Johnson Creek
officially opened March 3. The stunning
facility had its first resident there the
same day it opened. Since that time it has
been host to many patients in wonderful
surroundings in their final days.
The Watertown Licensing Board
voted March 9 to recommend granting a
liquor license to the former Settler’s Bay
Restaurant on the city’s east side, paving
the way for its reopening a short time
later.
The Watertown school board decided
on March 15 the teachers and support
staff that missed school a month earlier
to protest the new legislation stripping
government unions of most powers
would be docked pay for each day they
missed.
The first day of spring came to
Watertown on March 20 and dropped
over 1.2 inches of rain on the city.
Jefferson County Fair Director Paul

They are
dancing in
the street
Jean LaTour, right, shares
a moment with her granddaughter Elisabeth Beskow
as they dance to music by
the Ultimate Legends at the
Watertown Main Street
Program’s annual street
dance.
SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Novitzke announced on March 22 he had
decided to remain in his current position
rather than accept a similar position in
Washington state.
The Watertown Plan Commission
voted March 28 to grant a license for a
day care program on the campus of
Maranatha Baptist Bible College.
On April 1, Steven Beers, who had
been offered the position of Watertown
fire chief, told city officials he would not

Cooling
down
Rock River Day
Camp participants watch in
anticipation as
6-year-old
Devin McGuire
attempts to run
down the slip ’n
slide as long as
he can before
falling down to
cool off from the
heat
that
plagued much of
the country in
summer.
SAMANTHA
CHRISTIAN/
Daily Times

be accepting the position and instead
would remain with his department in
Fond du Lac.

New school superintendent hired
The Watertown school board on April
5 voted to hire Cassandra Schug, a high
school principal in West Bend, as the
new superintendent of schools. She
began her new duties July 1 and succeeded Dr. Doug Keiser who retired at
that time.
April 5 was local election day
throughout Wisconsin. In Watertown
voters elected J. Mark Holland, Lori
Werth and Craig Jensen to three-year
terms on the Watertown school board
and James Romlein Sr., John David,
Tony Arnett, Diana Johnson and Patrick
Bleske to two-year terms on the
Watertown Common Council.
Announcement was made on April 7
that St. Bernard’s Catholic Church was
in the midst of a fundraising effort of
about $1.7 million for a major exterior
renovation of the church, including a
copper roof for the steeple which is nearly 200 feet high.
Gov. Scott Walker announced on April
12 that Watertown Municipal Airport
will receive $366,885 for reconstructing
a taxiway.
Officials of the United Way fundraising campaign in Watertown announced
April 14 it had exceeded its $120,000
goal by at least $2,000.
April 16 was a chilly day in
Watertown but that didn’t stop children
ages 10 and under from participating in
the annual Easter Egg Hunt at Riverside
Park, sponsored by RiedemanThompson AMVETS Post No. 35. Over
2,000 eggs were distributed.
Watertown’s indoor swimming pool,
located at Riverside Middle School,
reopened April 18 after having been
closed several weeks for renovations.

The U.S. Census Bureau announced
April 21 that Watertown’s population
stood at an all-time high of 23,861. The
growth was 10.4 percent over the past
decade, a substantial amount when considering the recession the economy has
been in over the past several years.
Ben Feld, Watertown educator and
historian for many decades, died April
22.
The Watertown school board on April
25 elected Dennis Rambo as president.
The Wisconsin Department of
Commerce announced April 29 that Wes
and Julie Crnkovich, owners of Tribeca
GalleryCafe and Books, had been named
co-winners of the best interior renovation project in a downtown city. The
Lake Mills Main Street program
received the Main Street achievement
award for its intensive training program.
Susan Dascenzo, manager of Watertown’s Main Street program, was honored for five years of service.

Osama bin Laden is killed
A team of elite U.S. forces killed
Osama bin Laden, the face of world terrorism, in a night attack at his compound
in Pakistan on May 1.
Dr. Robert Liners, well-known local
dentist, was honored by Marquette
University on May 1 when he was presented with the Distinguished Alumnus
award.
Announcement was made May 2 that
John David, co-owner of Charles
David’s Sons and long active in the
Watertown Area Chamber of Commerce,
had been elected president of the community group.
Teresa Stowell, Watertown Daily
Times education reporter, was honored
May 4 by the Wisconsin Education
Association Council for a feature story
she wrote on the local district’s early
(Continued on page 5, col. 1)
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childhood program.
“Midnight Cruise” was the theme of
this year’s Watertown High School
prom. Over 400 students participated in
the gala event which also included the
annual post prom party at the Watertown
Elks Lodge. Reigning over the event
were Queen Maisie Steinbrink and King
Dylan Pozorski.
A heavy storm ripped through the area
on May 11. Although Watertown was
pretty much spared, some hardball sized
hail fell along the Highway 18 corridor
in Jefferson County.

Munchkin named to hall of fame
The late Meinhard Raabe, the famous
Munchkin from the movie “The Wizard
of Oz,” on May 12 was named to the
Wisconsin Meat Industry Hall of Fame
for his role as the world’s smallest chef
when he worked for Oscar Mayer as
“Little Oscar.” Raabe’s sister, Marion
Ziegelman of Watertown, accepted the
award on his behalf.
The top 10 students in the class of
2011 were announced on May 13. They
were David Burleson, Lillian Forsman,
Hadida Grabow, Taylor Holterman,
Kaitlyn Jungbluth, Sara King, Joshua
Lee, Clayton Rehm, Alexis Schlichter
and Tiffany Turbinski.
A day later over $400,000 worth of
local scholarships were presented to
members of the class. Heading the list
were Joshua Lee and Kaitlyn Jungbluth
who each were awarded $26,000 Betty J.

Joseph Memorial scholarships.

Teacher-union contracts approved
Watertown school officials announced
May 23 a tentative agreement had been
reached with five unions, including the
teachers, on a new one-year contract
extension. The agreement was put in
place prior to the new state law on bargaining taking place. The terms included
everyone paying more for their health
insurance and a portion of their pension
payments. The agreements included a 1
percent salary increase but no experience
movements on the salary schedule.
Watertown residents paused on
Memorial Day to honor its war dead as
temperatures moved to near the 90degree mark.
Announcement was made June 4 that
the Lebanon Band had been named
recipient of the prestigious 2011 Sudler
Historic Community Band Award which
is presented by the John Philip Sousa
Foundation.
WHS seniors celebrate graduation
A class of 300 seniors at Watertown
High School graduated in ceremonies on
June 4 in the high school gymnasium.
Ray Krek, the colorful Jefferson attorney who was active in many civic activities, died on June 4.
Watertown experienced hot temperatures on June 3-7 where the mercury
went over the 90-degree mark on five
consecutive days.
The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation announced on June 16

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Walk around the river

Martin Aguilera of Breezy Hill Nursery sweeps dust and debris
out from under the newly erected shelter for the riverwalk plaza
on South Water Street before opening to the public in late June.
the intersection of Boulder Road and the
state Highway 16 bypass would receive
a turning lane to allow eastbound traffic
to travel north on Boulder Road, a practice that had been prohibited by a median installed several years earlier.
Rich Doman, active in many community organizations and manager of

Turner Hall, on June 18 was named honorary marshal for the Fourth of July
parade.
The Watertown Main Street Program
held its annual street dance on the weekend of June 24 and 25. A large crowd
enjoyed the summer fun.

Uniforms make concert debut
Watertown High School’s new band
uniforms made their debut with a concert
in the high school peace garden on June
30. Following the concert the band made
a trip to Washington, D.C., to perform in
the Fourth of July parade there.
The new Riverwalk Plaza on South
Water Street opened to the public for the
first time July 2 after an extensive construction project.
Watertown celebrated the Fourth of
July with the traditional parade which
wound its way through the downtown.
The huge event, with over 100 units, was
watched by literally thousands of people
under sunny skies and temperatures in
the upper 80s.
The Watertown Common Council
voted July 5 to elect former alderman
Norman Bartel back to a position on the
council to fill a vacancy caused by the
resignation of Bob Wetzel.
The new redistricting maps for the
Wisconsin Legislature were released
July 8 and they showed the city of
Watertown and some surrounding areas
would be in a district where there is no
incumbent living which could result in a
number of people seeking the position.

Getting started

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Kindergartners at Trinity-St. Luke’s Lutheran School are reminded by teachers to quietly line up
after recess and use their inside voices when they get to their classroom during their first day of
school late August.

New fire chief is selected
The Watertown Police and Fire
Commission announced July 13 it had
selected Gregory Michalek as the new
fire chief, succeeding Henry Butts who
resigned late in 2010.
“Harry Potter and the Deathly
(Continued on page 6, col. 1)
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Hallows, Part 2” was released on July 15
and Towne Cinema had a special showing at midnight which was a complete
sellout as young and old alike attended
the show in special outfits from the
movie.
A five-day heat wave arrived in
Watertown on July 17 as temperatures
moved close to the 100-degree mark. For
five consecutive days, there were readings above 90, stretching the limits of
We Energies which serves the area.

Missing Ixonia man found dead
The Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Department announced July 21 it was
searching for Beau Butschke, an Ixonia
man who was reported missing. The
search continued until July 26 when he
was found dead, hidden in a storage
locker in the town of Ixonia. On Aug. 1
James H. Richards, 19, and James T.
Richardson, 51, appeared in Jefferson
County Circuit Court for their roles in
Butschke’s death. Both men were later
convicted and sentenced in the county
courts.
James Romlein Sr., of Watertown,
announced July 21 he was running for
the vacant Watertown area Assembly
seat.
Delegates to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, meeting in
Watertown on July 25, re-elected the
Rev. Mark Schroeder of Watertown to
the position of synod president.
Fisher-Barton Group of Watertown
unveiled a $2 million materials testing
lab at its local plans in a grand opening
program on Aug. 2.
The Watertown Police Department’s
new K-9 dog, Oeczi, was introduced to
the public Aug. 8. He was assigned to

Patrol Officer Tony Namio.
Rainbow Hospice completed a golf
outing Aug. 11 which netted over
$40,000, enough to wipe out the final
amount needed to eliminate all debt on
his new facility in Johnson Creek.
Watertown’s Riverfest celebration had
a full four-day run on Aug. 11-14. Huge
crowds attended all four days of the
event but there were some periods of
rain which held down overall revenues.
In the end, the festival suffered a financial loss. Timothy Ziebell won the top
raffle prize of $10,000.
The Wisconsin Department of
Revenue announced new equalized valuations for the entire state on Aug. 15 and
they showed values dropped by 2.3 percent in Dodge County and by 1.2 percent
in Jefferson County. Property value
drops are rare, but the continuing slump
in the real estate economy made this
drop impossible to avoid.
Times press to stop printing
The Watertown Daily Times
announced Aug. 20 it would discontinue
its printing division and instead contract
with the Janesville Gazette for its printing needs. The final edition of the paper
to be published in Watertown was on
Sept. 24. However, all other departments
continue to function as in the past with
all business, circulation, distribution,
advertising and news personnel continuing as in the past.
On Aug. 22 Kevin Clifford, general
manager of the paper, was given the
added duties of associate publisher of the
paper, a position formerly held by his
father, James M. Clifford, who is the
newspaper’s publisher.
Announcement was made Aug. 24
that the latest edition of the Orbit, the
Watertown High School yearbook, was

Area events mark 9/11

Cross
returns
A large crane
hoists
the
cross before
w o r k e r s
secure it in
place on the
steeple of St.
Bernard’s
C a t h o l i c
Church early
November as
part of the
church renovation project.
SAMANTHA
CHRISTIAN/
Daily Times

ready for distribution.
The theme of this year’s edition was
“Looking Forward to Looking Back.”
Sept. 1 marked the first day of school
and students flocked to their classrooms
amid searing summer temperatures, a

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

Austin Zamorano, 7, of Horicon, sits in the only lit portion of Center Street surrounded by flags and
candles as the silent parade approached downtown Juneau in honor of the lives lost in the 9/11 terrorist attacks 10 years ago.

weather condition that happens all too
often.

Well-known residents pass away
Michelle Caudle, a local resident who
caught the hearts of thousands across the
country when she shared her family’s
struggle with health care, died Sept. 2
after a long battle with cancer. Her battles were documented in detail by the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and followed closely by the Daily Times.
Rolland Freitag, a well-known former
Watertown resident, died Sept. 11 after a
long illness. Freitag was founding member of the local accounting firm of
Virchow Krause & Company which
became the state’s largest and in recent
years was merged to form Baker Tilly.
Freitag was deeply involved in
Watertown community projects including the Davies Foundation, the local
industrial promotive corporation, chamber of commerce, Rotary and country
club.
The Watertown area was covered by a
heavy haze and a smoky smell in midSeptember, caused by an extensive
wildlife fire in Minnesota and winds
which pushed the odors this way.
Announcement was made Sept. 14
that Watertown’s Relay For Life campaign had reached its goal of $95,000.
Watertown High School celebrated
homecoming on the weekend of Sept. 23
and 24. The Gosling football team
pounded West Bend West 34-0 on Friday
and on Saturday the annual homecoming
(Continued on page 7, col. 1)
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dance was held. Queen for the event was
Katelyn Boyd and king was Mathiew
LaVigne.
The first edition of the Daily Times to
be printed at the Janesville Gazette’s
press went flawlessly on Sept. 26. The
new printing operation was well
received by readers who could see many
more color photos each day.

proponents of Watertown’s fledgling
recycling effort. He championed expansion of recycling until it encompassed
the entire community.
The Watertown area received its first
taste of snow on Nov. 9-10 as a light
dusting was just enough to make for slippery road conditions.
The community paused Nov. 11,

Watertown police announced Dec. 7
approximately $30,000 worth of copper
wire had been stolen from the property
of We Energies on Wakoka Street. The
exact date of the theft was not known.
Property tax bills which started
appearing Dec. 9 showed they will be
about 4 percent higher this year than in
2010. Much of the increase came from

Roundabouts widened on bypass
The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation announced Sept. 28 the
two roundabouts on state Highway 19 at
its intersection with the state Highway
26 bypass were being widened to better
accommodate truck traffic.
The growing season was winding
down in early October and warm but dry
weather settled in the area, giving farmers an excellent opportunity to harvest
massive amounts of grain and corn.
Wisconsin Assembly Speaker Jeff
Fitzgerald, R-Horicon, announced Oct.
11 he would be running for the U.S.
Senate seat which will open when the
term of Sen. Herb Kohl is complete.
The new Watertown Economic
Development Corp. was launched with a
luncheon Oct. 13. The new group will be
the successor to the former Watertown
Area Chamber of Commerce Promotive
Corp. and will have a greater emphasis
on that vital part of the city’s economy.
A cross high atop St. Bernard’s
Catholic Church was put back in place
Oct. 16 after being removed for renovation as part of a huge exterior project at
the church. The cross at the very peak of
the steeple was also refurbished and it
was replaced Nov. 5.
Airplane lands on street
An airplane landed on South Twelfth
Street on Oct. 17, just a few hundred feet
from the airport runway. The plane
struck a car which was traveling on the
street as the plane was making an emergency landing. No one was injured.
Announcement was made Oct. 21 that
Berres Bros. Coffee Roasters had been
officially accepted into the Wisconsin
Green Tier Program, signifying the firm
has voluntarily exceeded environmental
standards.
The Watertown school board unanimously approved the 2011-12 school
district budget on Oct. 27. Total spending was set at $47.6 million and included a tax levy that was about 6.5 percent
higher than a year ago.
Several buildings south of the
Watertown Public Library on Water
Street were demolished by city crews
Oct. 1-2 and were replaced with additional parking for library patrons.
Former Assistant Fire Chief Michael
Quint and his wife, Vicki, on Nov. 3 filed
a lawsuit in federal court seeking damages for incidents in the fire department
which damaged his opportunities for
employment.
Floyd Clemans, former Watertown
alderman and former Dodge County
supervisor, died on Nov. 5. Clemans was
credited with being one of the leading

Wake-up call

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times

The warm rays of an early November sun outstretch to melt frost
tracing the curvature of plants like Queen Anne’s lace.
Veterans Day, with a short program at 11
a.m. on the Main Street bridge.
The 2012 city budget was approved
by the Watertown Common Council on
Nov. 15. Spending was set at $15.2 million, just a fraction of a percent higher
than a year earlier.
Jeanne P. Reed, a longtime supporter
of public schools who had served on the
local school boards for a period spanning
four decades, died Nov. 18.
Announcement was made on Nov. 22
that Joshua Borchardt and Kaydence
Busshardt would be the honorary Jack
and Jill Frost for the 2011 Christmas
Parade of Lights. The parade was held
Saturday, Nov. 26.

Custom Shoppe will shrink
The Custom Shoppe announced Nov.
29 it would be shutting down most all of
its operations within days. About 40
employees were to lose their jobs over
the shutdown.

the Madison Area Technical College
share of the bill which included a successful referendum for spending $133
million in expansions and renovations.
A community committee formed by
the Watertown school board met Dec. 12
to discuss maintenance needs throughout
the district. The committee ultimately
recommended the district move forward
with a referendum for the repairs but a
date for the vote and the money to be
raised were not settled. However, the
committee later recommended an $8
million project to go to referendum in
either April or November of 2012.
The Watertown Planning Commission
voted Dec. 12 to support rezoning of the
property at 201 S. Water St. on the banks
of the Rock River to allow construction
of a 48-unit apartment complex.
On Dec. 13 Emil’s Pizza was fined
$76,300 by OSHA for workplace violations, but the company said it would
appeal that finding.

The Madison Area Technical College
Board accepted a bid by Miron
Construction for an addition and remodeling of the Watertown campus. Miron’s
bid of $2.26 million was just $9,000
lower than one submitted by Watertown
contractor Maas Bros. Construction.
The Watertown Public Library will
expand its hours to include Sundays
starting in January 2012, according to an
announcement Dec. 17 by Peg Checkai,
library director.
The Watertown Common Council
unanimously voted Dec. 20 to apply
with the Public Service Commission for
that size of a rate increase to help with
ongoing maintenance and other needs.
After serving on the Dodge County
Board of Supervisors for the past 57
years, Joseph Ready of Watertown
announced Dec. 20 he would not seek reelection in April 2012. Ready is the
longest serving elected official in
Wisconsin.

Church bell tower is renovated
Renovation of the bell tower at St.
John’s Lutheran Church was completed
Dec. 23, just in time for the Christmas
services. The project cost an estimated
$130,000.
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
were celebrated through the city with
family and friends and special church
services. The mild weather of the fall
continued right up to Christmas and
beyond with high temperatures in the
40s and only a few remnants of light
snow showing in the city. The unseasonably warm weather was expected to
remain up to the new year with highs
around the 40-degree mark. No heavy
snow was on the horizon. Monday, the
legal holiday, had sunny skies and temperatures in the low 40s.
The string of mild temperatures continud through the end of the year.
Conditions were just right on the morning of Dec. 29 for some light mist to hit
the ground and turn into ice. Travel was
treacherous for a few hours until the sun
warmed things and cleared streets.
Unusual accidents in county
The ice also caused an unusual accident on a Highway 26 bridge in the town
of Aztalan on Dec. 29. A 33-year-old
man is missing after he slipped over the
bridge and fell through the ice on the
Rock River below.
A westbound Amtrak passenger train
on Dec. 29 struck a vehicle crossing the
tracks at a private crossing, killing the
vehicle’s driver.
Today, Dec. 31, marks the final one as
a barber for Jim Abplanalp, who is retiring after nearly 50 years of cutting hair.
Abplanalp is the owner of Jim’s Style
and Trim, 5 E. Main St.
And, with that, the year is coming to a
close. In a few short hours we will be
saying goodbye to 2011 and we’ll be
welcoming 2012.
We hope you enjoyed reading this
review of happenings in our community
and we look forward to a great 2012!
We wish everyone a Happy and
Prosperous New Year!

