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By Tom Schultz
of the Daily Times staff

Well, folks, we’ve come through yet 
another year and in just a few hours the 
clock will strike midnight and we’ll be 
in 2014.

This has been another eventful year, 
one with lots of good things happening 
and a few not as positive, but all in all 
there were a lot of positive things.

There will be many ways to ring in 
the new year in the waning hours of 
2013. For some it will be a quiet dinner 
and a time for some reflections on the 
past year and thoughts of what next year 
might have in store. Others will find 
their way to their church to give thanks 
for another year.

We’re sure the area restaurants and 
the bar scenes with great food and en-
tertainment will be attractive to many 
people. The traditional house parties 
will also be the entertainment of choice 
for many people.

So, no matter how you plan to ring in 
the new year, it can be done at whatever 
level you choose.

Now, we’ll get at the work at hand. 
What follows is an overview of the 
events and activities that shaped our 
Watertown community and in some in-
stances the surrounding area over the 
past year. This is life in a small town and 
yet there are all kinds of special things 
that happened in the past year. We’re 
hoping this report will touch on many, 
but not all, of them.

So, enjoy this compilation of events 
that shaped the community in 2013.

The new year came in with a ven-
geance as the mercury slipped to a low 
4 below zero, keeping people moving 
quickly from car to home or a celebra-
tion. Outside activities were minimal.

The first baby of the new year to be 
born at Watertown Regional Medical 
Center came on Jan. 2. Aiden Crossman, 
son of Aaron and Krista Crossman, was 
the first one this year.

Nominations for municipal offices 
closed on Jan. 2 and only one name was 
on the ballot for the position of mayor. 
That was former Mayor John David 
who ran unopposed.

A day later, on Jan. 3, the city an-
nounced building permits issued in Wa-
tertown in 2012 had a value of over $32 
million. The largest project of the year 
was a $14 million addition to Watertown 
Regional Medical Center.

Retiring Jefferson County Circuit 
Court Judge Jacqueline Erwin said 
goodbye to friends at a reception at the 
courthouse on Jan. 4.

A large crowd of people attended a 
public hearing Jan. 9 on a proposed bi-
cycle path from Watertown to Waterloo.

The first phase of a $46 million proj-
ect at Marquardt Village got underway 
on Jan. 15 with demolition of Hus 
Apartments.

The Jefferson Common Council 
learned on Jan. 15 that the Wisconsin 
College of Osteopathic Medicine was 
considering the St. Coletta’s Home site 
on Jefferson’s east side as a possible lo-
cation for a proposed college.

After a dozen years in the Wiscon-
sin Legislature, many of which were as 
Assembly majority leader, former state 
Rep. Jeff Fitzgerald announced on Jan. 
17 that he was forming a state lobbying 
firm.

The finance committee of the Wa-
tertown Common Council reviewed 
work needed to bring the city’s landfill 
into compliance. A year earlier the De-
partment of Natural Resources told the 
city its reporting and monitoring of the 
new closed site was not up to standards. 
The cost for the work was estimated at 
$35,000.

The Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation announced on Jan. 23 that the 

roundabout scheduled to be constructed 
on state Highway 16 and County High-
way F would not be installed in 2013 be-
cause anticipated federal funds were not 
forthcoming. The project was resched-
uled for 2014.

City and state officials gathered in 
Watertown on Jan. 24 to discuss High-
way 16 from Church Street in Water-
town east to the Oconomowoc bypass. 
City officials expressed their concern 
over the dangerous intersections along 
that route along with their concern over 
growing development on the corridor.

Watertown residents got a little re-
spite from the normally bitter cold Janu-
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Riding into a new year
The Kettle Moraine Rough Riders Equestrian Drill Team performs with American flags at the Jefferson County Fair in July.
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ary weather on the 29th as temperatures 
reached a balmy 56 degrees.

Two days later, winter resumed in full 
force as nearly 5 inches of snow fell on 
the city.

Banner art program initiated
The Watertown Main Street program 

and Watertown Arts Council announced 
on Feb. 5 that a Downtown Banner 
Art program would be initiated in Wa-
tertown in 2013. In the summer color-
ful banners were displayed throughout 
Main Street and were auctioned off to 
the highest bidders later in the year.

Announcement was made on Feb. 8 
that Darnell Hendricks, clerk/treasurer 
for the village of Benton in Lafayette 
County, had been named the city clerk 
for Watertown. She succeeded Mike 
Hoppenrath in that position.

Dodge County Sheriff Todd Nehls 
announced on Feb. 9 that he would be 
retiring as of March 8.

Dog ordinance gets feedback
Proposed changes to the city’s vicious 

dog ordinance brought out over 100 
people at a public hearing on Feb. 13. 
Many spoke in support and opposition 
to many of the changes.

Planned Parenthood announced on 
Feb. 18 that it would be closing the of-
fices in Johnson Creek and Beaver Dam 
as the result of state funding cutbacks.

Feb. 19 was primary election day 
and in the school board race, Harriet 
Schwoch was eliminated, leaving Steve 
Kauffeld, Kate Lapin, Ron Buchanan, 
Tony Arnett, Kurt Larson and Tom Gall-
man in the April election. Also, Joseph 
Sciascia of Beaver Dam and Joe Fischer 
of Watertown advanced to the April 
election for the Dodge County Circuit 
Court position.

On Feb. 21 Rick Schultz, Watertown 
Street Department superintendent, re-
ceived an Outstanding Achievement 
Award in Recycling from the Associated 
Recyclers of Wisconsin in a program in 
Green Bay.

Watertown’s water system manager, 
Paul Lange, announced on Feb. 25 that 
he would be retiring in July after work-
ing for the department over 30 years.

The Watertown Area Chamber of 
Commerce honored three businesses at 
its annual meeting Feb. 28. Slumberland 

Furniture was named retailer of the year, 
Madison Area Technical College was 
named Service Professional of the Year, 
and Clasen Quality Coatings was named 
Industry of the Year.

Watertown Regional Medical Cen-
ter announced on March 5 that Barry 
Hemphill and Carol Quest had been 
named to the hospital’s board of direc-
tors.

Watertown was socked with another 
6-inch snowfall on March 5-6, sending 
city and county workers out yet again to 
clear streets.

Blaine Lauersdorf, chief deputy for 
the Dodge County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, announced on March 6 that he 
would be retiring. His announcement 
came just days after Sheriff Todd Nehls 
announced he would be retiring.

Bostwick files civil suit
Former Watertown High School Prin-

cipal Scott Bostwick on March 12 filed 
a civil suit against several Watertown 
Unified School District officials as the 
result of his termination in 2012. By 
year’s end the case had not been settled.

Legislation to create a scenic high-
way route through 11 Wisconsin and 
Illinois counties along the Rock River, 
including Dodge and Jefferson, received 
warm support at a hearing in Madison 
on March 13.

Announcement was made on March 
19 that James Huhn, a retired Water-
town science teacher, had been named 
recipient of the Wisconsin Society of 
Science Teachers Ron Gibbs Award for 
Excellence in Science Education.

The laboratory at the Watertown 
treatment plant was named the best in 
the state on March 28, an award given 
by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources.

Domer named teacher of year
Announcement was made on March 

30 that Jesse Domer, Watertown High 
School technology and engineering 
teacher, had been named Wiscon-
sin Teachers Education Association’s 
Teacher of the Year.

April 2 was election day in Water-
town. Winning three-year terms on the 
school board were incumbents Kate 
Lapin and Ron Buchanan and new-
comer Steve Kauffeld. John David was 
elected mayor and Ron Ziwisky was re-

elected to a term as municipal judge. Al-
dermen elected were Ken Berg, Augie 
Tietz, James Romlein, Bob Mudler and 
Steve Zgonc.

Gov. Scott Walker announced on 
April 5 that he had appointed Patricia 
Ninmann as the new Dodge County 
sheriff, succeeding Todd Nehls who re-
tired a month earlier.

Heavy rains on April 9-10 pushed the 
Rock River up to flood stage, putting 
water on normally dry land and closing 
a few roads.

Former Dodge County Sheriff Todd 
Nehls announced on April 13 that he 
had accepted the position of emergency 
police services coordinator for the state 
of Wisconsin.

New bike shop opens downtown
A new store opened in Watertown on 

April 13. The store, 2 Rivers Bicycle 
and Outdoor, is located in the former 
Fischer’s Department Store building at 
2 E. Main St. It was a welcome addition 
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A panoramic view of Hus Apartments in February shows work on the first phase of the $43 million expansion project at Marquardt Village.

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times
Peyton Chwala runs around a shrub to chase dozens of ducks while spending 
time with her grandparent at Tivoli Island in January.
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to the downtown.
More rains arrived on April 18, forc-

ing many areas of Jefferson County to 
get flood preparation work back in full 
swing.

Miller receives Krahn award
On April 26 Marie Miller was an-

nounced as the 2013 recipient of the Al-
fred and Helen Krahn Citizenship award 
which also includes a $1,000 stipend. 
She was selected for her dedication to 
the Salvation Army’s Holiday Red Ket-
tle Drive.

Watertown High School senior Cathy 
Valadez on May 3 was selected to be 
queen of the 2013 Cultural LatinoAmer-
icana festival which was scheduled for 
May 18.

Announcement was made on May 4 
that two years of meetings and discus-
sions had ended with an extraterritorial 
zoning agreement between the town of 
Emmet and the city of Watertown.

The 2013 Watertown High School 
prom was held on May 5 with the theme 
of “Casino Royale.” Reigning over the 
festivities were Colton Schellinger and 
Kaylee Lafler.

Theater meets fundraising goal
Watertown’s Towne Cinema an-

nounced on May 7 that it has exceeded 
its $70,000 goal which was needed to 
change the projection system into digital 
electronics, guaranteeing that the theater 
would be showing movies into its sec-
ond century.

Announcement was made on May 9 
that Antioch Management Corp. had re-
ceived a state grant of about $700,000, 
virtually guaranteeing that a 48-unit 
apartment complex along South Water 
Street would become a reality. As the 
year came to a close construction on the 
units was well underway.

The top 10 students in the Watertown 
High School class of 2013 were an-
nounced on May 10. They were Tay-
lor Burd, Andrew Gifford, Erin Lang, 
Meghan McGorey, Leah McNutt, Magde-
lyn Mueller, Christina Schempf, John Tes-
ensky, Nicole Zindl and Samuel Zwieg.

Larry Mistele, Watertown business-
man who was active in community proj-
ects and led several developments, died 
on May 10 at age 77.

Bentzin lecture series initiated
Announcement was made on May 11 

that a lecture series would be initiated at 
Watertown High School through a donor 
advised fund with the Watertown Area 
Community Foundation. Known as the 
A. E. (Mike) Bentzin Memorial Assem-
blies Program, the first speaker was Dr. 
Bilge Mutlu, assistant professor of Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison computer 
sciences, and was held on May 17.

Over $500,000 in scholarships were 
awarded to Watertown High School stu-
dents at the annual awards day program 
on May 13. Heading the awards were 
Tyler Engel and Taylor Burd who each 
received $26,000 Betty J. Joseph schol-
arships.

A heavy windstorm blew through the 
Watertown area on May 14, knocking 

down trees and power lines, and sweep-
ing away anything that wasn’t tied down 
in people’s yards.

Monday, May 25, was Memorial Day 
and residents throughout the area paused 
to honor the fallen military leaders. Wa-
tertown held a ceremony at the Main 
Street bridge and that was followed by 
a short program at Veterans Memorial 
Park. It was a wet and windy day, but 
over 100 people braved the elements for 
the ceremonies.

Joseph Darcey, a community leader 
for decades, on June 4 was named re-
cipient of the first Watertown Unified 
School District Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

June 8 was graduation day at Water-
town High School. A class of 316 stu-
dents received their diplomas in cer-

emonies in the high school gym.
On June 11 Gov. Scott Walker named 

Dave Wambach as the new Jefferson 
County Circuit Court judge. He suc-
ceeds Jacqueline Erwin who had retired.

Bethesda will close care facility
Bethesda Lutheran Communities an-

nounced on June 19 that it would be 
closing its intermediate care facility 
in the coming months as most people 
would be placed in residential settings 
in Watertown, throughout the area and 
in their hometowns.

The July 4 parade committee an-
nounced on June 26 that the honorary 
parade marshal would be former Mayor 
Ron Krueger.

Marquardt Village announced on July 

(Continued from page 2)
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A popular fishing spot and boat landing, Rock River Park along County Highway B near Johnson Creek, was flooded and closed due to heavy rainfall in April. 

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times
Douglas Elementary School music teacher Linda Ruesink, right, leads a rhythm expression activity with her kindergar-
ten class. Watertown was one of 307 school districts across the nation to be recognized by the NAMM Foundation for 
outstanding commitment to music education with a Best Communities for Music Education designation in March.
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1 that its board of directors had given 
final approval to the master site plan for 
redevelopment at the 50-acre campus.

Alderman Bob Mudler announced on 
July 2 that he was resigning his position 
because his business connections with 
the city would soon pass the legal level.

Watertown held its annual Fourth of 
July celebration on July 4 with a huge 
parade through downtown. Weather was 
a balmy 82 degrees.

Weather delays many crops
The old adage of corn being knee-

high by the Fourth of July was true in 
some areas but the cold and poor weath-
er early in the growing season held back 
much of the crops.

The city health department said on 
July 9 that the West Nile virus had been 
confirmed in a dead bird in the city.

The Watertown Historical Society an-
nounced on July 10 that Melissa Lampe 
had been elected the organization’s 
president.

Gov. Scott Walker on July 11 con-
firmed the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources plan to purchase the 
Watertown Outboarders property on the 
Rock River just south of Watertown. 
The purchase price was $174,000, and 
the land was to be turned into a public 
access for the river.

City to host big softball event
Announcement was made on July 

12 that Watertown would be host to the 
2014 Amateur Softball Association Girls 
Northern National Championships. The 
event, expected to draw 40-45 teams, 
is scheduled to be held at Brandt/Quirk 
Park July 28-Aug. 3, 2014.

The Jefferson County Fair concluded 
its weeklong run on July 14, breaking 
attendance records along the way.

Walker in town to sign bill
Gov. Scott Walker was in Watertown 

July 15 to sign a bill giving more protec-
tion to sanitation workers who are per-
forming their duties on busy roads. The 
bill, authored by state Rep. John Jagler, 
was inspired by Mark Friend, an Ixonia 
sanitation worker who was severely in-
jured when hit by a vehicle while per-
forming his duties.

Watertown residents suffered through 
three consecutive days of temperatures 
in the 90s on July 15-17.

Bill Kuerschner, Watertown native 
and World War II veteran, was honored 
on July 20 by having a plaque named af-
ter him installed at Aero Park.

Tomorrow’s Hope wrapped up its 
community fundraiser in Jefferson on 
July 20 and set a record of participation 
of over 2,200 people.

Judge Bissonnette will retire
Dodge County Circuit Court Judge 

Andrew Bissonnette announced on July 
24 that he would be retiring at the con-
clusion of his term of office at the end of 
the month.

The Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction announced on Aug. 6 that 
the Watertown Unified School District’s 
application for a charter school had been 
approved.

Watertown’s Park and Recreation De-
partment confirmed on Aug. 6 that an 
emerald ash borer had been found with-
in the confines of Riverside Park.

On Aug. 6 the Watertown Common 
Council elected Emily McFarland as the 

new 1st District alderwoman. She suc-
ceeded Bob Mudler who had resigned 
weeks earlier.

Watertown’s 27th annual Riverfest 
celebration finished its four-day run on 
Aug. 11, with large crowds attending all 
four days of the event.

Town & Country Bank announced 
on Aug. 14 that Nate Salas, vice presi-
dent of community banking, had been 
named the bank’s new president. Salas,a 
lifelong resident, succeeded Scott Hude-

pohl who had accepted a similar posi-
tion with a Union Grove Bank.

Taylor Egnarski of Watertown on 
Aug. 14 was named fairest of the fair in 
Dodge County. Her selection was part 
of the weeklong fair which was a highly 
successful event.

New equalized values throughout 
the state were announced on Aug. 15. 
Watertown’s values dropped slightly in 
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SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times
Douglas Elementary School music teacher Linda Ruesink, right, leads a rhythm expression activity with her kindergar-
ten class. Watertown was one of 307 school districts across the nation to be recognized by the NAMM Foundation for 
outstanding commitment to music education with a Best Communities for Music Education designation in March.

DAVID BRAZY/Daily Times
Students in the special education program at Watertown High School, includ-
ing Tyler Melcher and Cody Neils, greet Jarrett Bush, right, and other members 
of the Green Bay Packers during the football team’s surprise visit during the 
eighth annual Tailgate Tour in May.

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times
At left, a robin takes off from a branch near Brandt/Quirk Park. The orange-breasted bird made its return to the area in late March after a long, cold winter. Center, 
a great blue heron tucks its head and stretches its legs as it flies close to the surface of the Rock River. At right, Joey Beck and Hunter Minning watch as a large 
carp falls out of their net while fishing from the Milwaukee Street bridge in June. The Watertown Common Council decided to require anglers to acquire a free 
permit with the city in order to fish or dip net off of the bridge. 
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other traditions. Weather was typical 
for that time of year with a high of 26 
degrees.

Downtown Watertown was lined with 
people on Nov. 30 to watch the annual 
Christmas Parade of Lights. Over 60 
units participated in the event.

Hendricks leaves city clerk job
Darnell Hendricks, Watertown’s city 

clerk for only about nine months, an-
nounced on Dec. 3 that she was leaving 
the position to accept a new job closer 
to family and friends in southwest Wis-
consin.

Watertown received over 5 inches of 
snow on Dec. 8, bringing all government 
plowing equipment out to clear streets.

The finance committee of the Wa-
tertown Common Council on Dec. 9 
recommended that Deputy City Clerk 
Cindy Rupprecht be named the clerk 
to succeed Darnell Hendricks who re-
signed her position just days earlier after 
a short nine-month stay in the position.

A renovated and expanded Kraemer 
Wisconsin Cheese store was featured on 
Dec. 12. Work on the project continued 
through the end of the year.

Maranatha changes name
Maranatha Baptist Bible College an-

nounced on Dec. 14 that its name would 
be changed immediately to Maranatha 
Baptist University.

Joe Ready, an elected city and county 
official for over half a decade, died on 
Dec. 14 at the age of 95.

The Watertown Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Education voted on Dec. 
16 to establish a charter school within 
Watertown High School.

City officials said on Dec. 19 that a 
request for a 4 percent increase in water 
rates is being considered by the Wiscon-
sin Public Service Commission.

A snow emergency was declared in 
the city of Watertown on Dec. 21 as a 
half-dozen inches fell, making roads 
slippery and bringing out shovels and 
snow blowers. In succeeding days there 
were several smaller snowfalls.

Residents of Watertown who wished 
for a white Christmas got what they 
wanted as the entire area was covered 
with a light dusting of new snow. In the 
days leading to Christmas, the mercury 
dipped below the zero mark.

Elks make meals for Christmas
Members of the Watertown Elks 

Lodge made and distributed hundreds of 
Christmas dinners on Christmas Day, a 
tradition that has continued for decades.

As the year came to a close the weath-
er was a big story. Temperatures moved 
up to the low 40s on Dec. 28, only to 
start a downward spiral almost im-
mediately and by Dec. 30 the mercury 
slipped to 13 degrees below the zero 
mark. The New Year arrived with more 
sub-zero readings.

And, on that cold note, we’ll end this 
year’s review of happenings in this won-
derful community.

We wish everyone a very happy and 
prosperous new year!
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Wet snow falls and collects on the red berries of a flowering crab tree framing Ron Krueger, American Legion Post No. 
189 finance officer, as he sounds taps at the conclusion of the Veterans Day ceremony in November.

SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN/Daily Times
At left, yellow leaves clinging to maple trees mirror those covering Pearl Street leading into St. Bernard’s Cemetery. At 
right, Lily Kussman makes a sharp turn with her sled on a hill in Lake Mills after the area received 5 inches of freshly 
fallen snow in December.


